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Synopsis

Praise for the Seventh Edition:There are many books on the U.S. healthcare system, but few have
the longevity of this one. It is easy to read and straightforward in its approach to difficult subjects
such as the rise of the Tea Party and how that movement has impacted healthcare. This update is
certainly needed as the landscape has changed dramatically since the previous edition was
published.Doody’s Medical ReviewsThe eighth edition of this best-selling text, valued for its concise
and balanced introduction to the U.S. health care system, is entirely updated to reflect alterations to
health care services, delivery, and financing resulting from the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The text
describes how our health care system currently functions, the key forces that led to its structure, and
the influences likely to shape the industry during the next 5 to 10 years. With an emphasis on policy
development, the authors underscore the fluidity of the system and examine the debates and
conflicts that have shaped health care changes and influenced American values and belief systems.
Other new areas of focus include an assessment of who uses health care and in what way, health
care trends, and a forecast for the health care system of the future.The text elucidates the basic
building blocks of the health care system, including its components, organization, services, and
financing. It describes the ongoing evolution of the system since the passage of the ACA,
development of accountable care organizations (ACOs), and uneven acceptance of Medicaid
expansion by states. Organized to facilitate understanding of concepts at work, the text provides
health care students with a clear road map of the field in which they will practice, so they can
position themselves to navigate the upcoming changes.New to the Eighth Edition:Entirely updated
to address changes in health care services, delivery, and financing resulting from the ACADescribes
influences that will shape the industry in years to come Emphasizes policy developmentAssesses
current consumers of health care and how they use itExamines the debates and conflicts that have
structured health care change Monitors health care trends Discusses the continuing evolution of our
system since the ACAExplores the development of ACOsReinforces information with illustrative
tables and figuresKey Features:Remains the most concise and balanced introduction to the U.S.
health care systemldeal for use in undergraduate courses, in graduate survey courses, and in
courses introducing the subject to medical studentsincludes review questions at the conclusion of
each chapterProvides a full suite of ancillary materials for the educator, including an Instructor’s

Manual, PowerPoints, and a test bank
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Customer Reviews

Raymond Goldsteen, DrPH , is Director, MPH Program and Professor, Department of Family and
Community Medicine, School of Medicine and Health Sciences, University of North Dakota. He was
founding Director of the Graduate Program in Public Health and Professor of Preventive Medicine in
the School of Medicine at SUNY Stony Brook. Dr. Goldsteen has an extensive background in health
care and was formerly a director of the health policy research centers at the University of lllinois in
Urbana-Champaign, University of Oklahoma College of Public Health, and the West Virginia
University School of Medicine. He is co-author of Introduction to Public Health, now in its second
edition. Karen Goldsteen, PhD, is Research Associate Professor, Department of Family and
Community Medicine, MPH Program, University of North Dakota. She was Professor of Health
Technology and Management in the Graduate Program in Public Health at SUNY in Stony Brook,
NY. She was a Pew Health Policy Fellow at the University of California, San Francisco. Dr.
Goldsteen is co-author of Introduction to Public Health, now in its second edition Benjamin Z.
Goldsteen has an MBA from Columbia University and 20 years of experience innovating in health
care and life sciences organizations. He has led multiple performance improvement efforts for
Deloitte Consulting covering all aspects from assessment through implementation. He has headed
teams to develop tools that enhance efficiency and effectiveness of project delivery. His expertise is
business analytics and the development of related information technology. He has worked for large
hospital systems and is highly knowledgeable about all aspects of health care delivery and the

policies that impact the health care system.
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